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Sierra Resource Conservation District — Community Ground Water Program: Segment Two

Graduate students from CSU Fresno share findings

Ten graduate students
from tresno State’s Lyle's
College of Engineering have
" been assisting the Siecra Re-
source Conservation District
(SRCD) to ublain information
for their Community Ground
Water Program (CGWP) for
four months. These stu-
dents, whose areas of inter-

est vary, studied svater qual-
ity and quantity within the
communities of Auberry and
Prather, and have recently
shaved their findings.

Project manager Steve
Haze notcs, "It is quile re-
markable how much -
depth analysis the students
were able to perform in such
a short period of time. Their
professor, Dr. Ll should be
thanked [or the commitment
and important service he
gave to our foothill commu-
nities.” :

The CGWP was -origi-
nally created due to a lack
of information aboul com-
mumity  groundwater qual-

. ity and guantity in Auberry’

and Prather. Recognizing the
many unkuowns aboul our
water resource, the graduate
students spent the semester
studying it. Although many
unknowns were revealed,
and many more discovered,
two items stood out.

First, according to their
findings, in arcas with & high
concentration of pavement,
no recharge of wells can oc-
cur, They calculated that in
the Canyoun Fork / Prather
area, approximately 16.65
million gallons of rainfall
is lost each year. Addition-
ally, in the Auberry commer-
cial area, it was estimated
that nearly 6.9 million gal-
lons was lost for recharging
wells, Overall, the engineer-
ing students cstimated that,
within these two communi-
ties, nearly 29.25 million gal-
lons of swater, which could
be used for recharging wells,
flowed out of the area as
storm water annually.

Secondly, contaminated
groundwater and what are
Imown as plumes are ex-
tremely difficult to clean up
and cost millions of doltars.
Tn particular, the Auberry
General Store clean-up has
been going on for more than
10 years. In fact, consum-
ers pay into what is koown
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as a LUST {Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank) fund
every time they purchasc
any amount of gaseline. The

clean-up has, on occasion,

had to stop because of lack
of funds. Rased on reperts
obtained by the engineering

students, when the clean-

up doesn’t happen, the po-
tential for contamination to
spread can occur. There is at
least one business that has
had a filtration system in-
stalled due to groundwater
cont.mnnatwn

There are  other items
of interest in the study for
those swho depend on a reli-
able and clean supply of well
water. The complete set of
student prescntations are
available on on the SRCD
website at  wwwusirvater-
shed.org.

Local Auberry resident
and SRCD vice president
Gary Temple commented,
“This program has been in-
valuable in helping residents
gain important insight into
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the potential impucts and
current conditions of our
groundwater. The fact of the
malter is, you can't just stick
your head in the sand, you
have to do your homework
and find out what's going on
with our swater resources in
order to make proper land
use deeisions.”
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To Our Readers:

It is owr aim to
provide accurate
local news 10 the
community. If you
find a factual exrror
in our rcporting
of the news, let us
know and swe will
publish a darifica-
on OF COrrection.
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Just Reduced!
$189,900

RIVERFRONT home
in Coarsegold on 4.12 love-
4 ly acres, 1680 square faot
212 with an open floor plan
| and & detached 11 in-faw
| aparment. The praperty is
fenced and cross fenced,
and has a private well and
septic. Oversized garage
that eould fit four cars tan-
demn. Some outbuildings
far your small animals. The
praperty is Fannie Mae
owned and qualifies for
HomePath financing (no
appraisal required). Call for
detailst
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